DERBY
LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

OUR PLAN
FOR DERBY
2022

DERBY LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

FOREWORD
Cllr Ruth Skelton
This year’s elections take place against the backdrop of scandals
surrounding Boris Johnson and his government. Truth is coming
to light about Russian influence and money directed towards the
Conservatives, and the illegal Number 10 lockdown parties.
It has become apparent that the Conservatives live in a totally
different world to the rest of us. While we obeyed the lockdown
rules, they partied.
The pandemic continues to be with us, and along with the effects
of Brexit and war in Ukraine, it is making existing problems
worse. The cost of living crisis is leading to more poverty, hunger,
energy affordability, and an increase in mental ill health.
Last year I highlighted the lack of real action by the
Conservatives in dealing with the Climate Emergency. Nearly
three years after Derby Liberal Democrat councillors successfully
pushed for the Council to declare a Climate Emergency,
Conservative-run Derby City Council still hasn’t published its
Action Plan.
More and more people are now wishing the UK had taken more
action against Climate Change years ago. The current energy
crisis and massive price hikes would have been much less if the
UK had by now transitioned away from fossil fuels, and instead
got its energy supplies from renewable sources.
Had the Conservatives not undone the good work Lib Dem MP
Ed Davey did as Energy Secretary, the UK would be in a much
better position than it currently is. This shows that for real
action, that prepares us for the future, you need to vote Liberal
Democrat.

Ruth Skelton
Derby Liberal Democrat Group Leader
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Every organisation should aim to reduce its own carbon footprint, with
practical and timed plans with intermediate steps and targets. The Council
is slowly developing its plan, but painfully slowly. Liberal Democrats would
press for greater progress.
The Council also needs to do two other things:
1. It needs to use its community leadership role to inspire and
encourage other organisations and individuals to work together to
achieve progress across the city. This should empower grassroots
interests and enable different sectors to coordinate and work
together, working from the bottom up.
2. It needs to use regulatory opportunities within its power, such as
Highways, Planning and Licensing to influence the ways that others
use and develop the city.
Specific actions to take include:
•

The review of the Local Plan needs to put sustainability and climate
change at its centre.

•

Seeking more funding by packaging actions as investment
opportunities, for example, hydro- power from the river and photovoltaic panels on more roofs.

•

Reviewing waste management.

•

Working with social housing and private letting operators as well as
home-owners to improve home energy efficiency.

•

Working with Western Power Distribution to develop a more flexible
electricity network where households can buy and sell local electricity
and surplus power (for example from solar panels) can be stored for
when it’s needed.

•

Explore opportunities (quick wins) to reduce power used in the city,
including overnight in multi-storey car parks and by encouraging the
use of LED lighting.

•

Seek to reuse, not demolish, old buildings therefore reducing the
carbon footprint associated with development.

There are many transport and housing changes that are also needed,
covered in their own sections.
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•

Education and enforcement to minimise wheelie bins blocking
pavements.

•

Continue to work through Derby Homes and with the local voluntary
sector and others to tackle homelessness and its root causes.

•

Improve partnership working with the Police and other organisations in
order to reduce crime and ASB levels.

•

Seek ways to get more investment into existing homes to improve
energy efficiency and cut energy bills

•

Work with partners, including our own Derby Homes, to build more
good quality social/affordable housing for Derby, ensuring that energy
efficiency standards are as high as possible. New gardens should
include fruit trees/bushes.

•

Integrate a vision for a more sustainable Derby into the review of the
Local Plan to include (among other items):
•

Solar-ready roofs

•

Better insulation

•

More trees, including fruit trees, and incidental green spaces. Space
needs to be found for trees in higher density housing areas.

•

Charging for electric cycles and powered mobility scooters, as well as
cars, in new developments.

•

Enable heritage buildings to be sympathetically upgraded for
efficient continuing and future use.
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TRANSPORT
•

Make the speed limit for residential roads 20mph within the city,
reviewing other speed limits to ensure that they are still appropriate.
There would be consultation with Neighbourhoods Boards/Forums to
define exceptions. This reduces road noise, lowers fuel use and makes
roads much safer.

•

Work with the Police and Crime Commissioner to ensure that a 20mph
speed limit will be enforced.

•

Work with bus companies and others to promote and expand services.
Seek to improve the way they link in with each other to form a network.
Explore ways to better promote services and service knowledge.

•

Recognise that the Council has virtually no say over the decision on the
National Highways A38 Junction scheme. However seek to ensure that
any development minimises environmental impacts and is as friendly as
possible for walking, cycling and public transport.

•

Continue to campaign for the electrification of the Midland Mainline
railway to London.

•

Explore wider hiring options for mobility scooters for easier access in
the city centre.

•

Make walking easier for all by installing more seats on walking routes.
These can extend the distance that both young and old are prepared to
walk.

•

Encourage installation of more electric car charging - and also public
charging points for electric cycles and powered mobility scooters

•

Investigate options for shared car use, both car clubs (like Co-Wheels)
and rented private vehicles (similar to Airbnb for holidays).

•

Review the traffic regulations on Corporation Street.
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•

Expect all schools to deliver the best education for all pupils, in order to
improve achievement levels.

•

Work together with families of SEND children to provide fair, effective
support and early identification of needs. Work in co-production with
parent carers, children and young people city-wide, to ensure that their
voices are heard in the development of services.

•

Improve the timelines of Education, Health and Care Plans.

•

Lobby the Government to reverse cuts to school funding and end the
crisis in special educational needs.

•

Expand special educational needs provision to ensure we are meeting
the needs of the local area.

•

Lobby the Government to provide the support and funding necessary to
ensure our children and young people’s mental health and well-being
are at the forefront of the city’s recovery.

•

Review the promotion of foster-caring, which is a better arrangement
for the support of children and young people in the care of local
authority.

•

Promote and expand youth services in the city.
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SOCIAL CARE
•

Campaign for better mental health services for children, young people
and adults.

•

Continue to work in partnership with the NHS and voluntary sector to
improve social care, making more use of the Health and Well-being
Board.

•

Make best use of the Integrated Care System by pooling budgets and
closer coordination, including seeking to increase the number of GPs
and dental services in the city.

•

Keep up the pressure on the Government to honour its promise to work
cross-party to develop a new system to properly fund adult social care.

•

Develop more extra care housing in the city.

•

Build on the concept of Area Coordinators to help to empower
communities to find their own solutions.

•

Remove barriers for the use of community rooms for community
events, where they exist.
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DEMOCRACY
•

Continue to question the Government’s concept that additional local
spending needs to come with the creation of an elected mayor for the
whole of Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire. Liberal Democrats reject the
concentration of power in fewer and fewer hands.

•

Liberal Democrats also support a proportional electoral system, as is
already the case in Scotland and Wales to give more power to local
voters. We would volunteer Derby to be a pilot for Single Transferable
Vote for councils in England.

•

Allocate funding and services across the city in a fair and transparent
way, making sure residents have a voice.

•

Increase future budgets for Neighbourhood Boards/Forums to £12,000,
reflecting inflation over recent years.

•

Ensure that Neighbourhood Forums can meet in a hybrid format if they
wish, to increase accessibility.

•

Give Neighbourhood Boards/Forums a role as consultees in the
planning process for major applications.

•

Strengthen action on equalities, including greater use of Equality Impact
Assessments to improve outcomes for people currently at risk of being
excluded.
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•

Retain the free brown bin service for garden and food waste,
encouraging take up, especially until kerbside collection of kitchen
waste can be provided. This could be used for the creation of ‘green
methane’ through anaerobic digestion.

•

Make sure that flat dwellers have access to blue and brown bin services,
and that capacities of bins are appropriate.

•

Work with communities to increase the proportion of household waste
that is sent for recycling to at least the UK average. Explore
opportunities to develop industry to reuse some of the waste materials
locally.

•

Support Food 4 Thought Alliance working with the Poverty Commission
in their work with food banks and strengthen action to tackle the
underlying causes of child hunger.

•

Work to develop additional recycling and reuse facilities in other parts
of the city than Raynesway, which should continue taking general and
unrecyclable waste.

•

Encourage reuse of items, to include working with social housing
providers and private letting agencies, including Derby Homes, to
maximise the reuse of items related to house clearances.

•

Work with Derby businesses to help them recover and grow, doing what
we can to mitigate the negative effects of Brexit, lack of national energy
self-sufficiency and Covid.

•

Encourage revitalisation of the city centre through diversification. eg
continue to promote the use of empty office space above retail
premises for conversion into flats.

•

Support action to tackle poverty in all its forms across the city.

•

Reinstate the position of the Osnabrück Envoy in Derby. Strengthening
existing international ties will help Derby economically, educationally
and culturally. Seek to have a twinned city in Ukraine.
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•

Manage parks and public open spaces not only for recreation but also
to enhance biodiversity.

•

Get more money for our parks by continuing to support Friends of
Parks groups across the city including to help bid for grant funding not
available to the Council.

•

Ensure an enquiry is held into the closure of Allestree Park Golf Course
and sale of Allestree Hall, taking into account all the relevant facts.

•

Consult with people to develop a locally-driven vision that can deliver
the entertainment, sports and leisure facilities that people actually want
and will use.

•

Identify suitable future use(s) for all or part of the existing Assembly
Rooms, not presuming demolition, bearing in mind its classic nature
and the embedded carbon.

•

Ensure that the Council’s decision last year to stop routinely using
glyphosate in parks and on highways is implemented.

•

Explore provision of more swimming options within Derby to improve
accessibility for people from all parts of the city.

•

Adopt a biodiversity strategy for the city and develop a plan to improve
Derby for other species, for example:
•

Encouraging allotment holders to manage 10% of land for wildlife.

•

Including holes for Hedgehogs in walls and fences.

•

Provide swift and sparrow boxes in buildings

•

Promoting sustainable urban drainage for homes and open spaces
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OUR PROMISE
Cllr Ajit Atwal
Dear Voter,
Thanks for taking the time to read through our manifesto - I hope you agree with
me that this is an exciting plan to help take Derby forward.
Derby has been run by either Labour or the Conservatives for over ten years.
Under both Labour and the Conservatives, taxes have gone up and services have
been cut.
While this manifesto sets out our policies for Derby as a whole, each candidate
across the city standing for the Liberal Democrat makes the following promise.
•

Liberal Democrats will work hard all year round. Lots of people let us know
that they are tired of their Labour, Conservative or Reform Derby councillors
only showing up at election time
Liberal Democrat councillors genuinely care about our communities, we know
that voters lend us their support so we can get things done. We don’t take
people for granted and then reappear just in time to ask for your vote again.

•

The Liberal Democrats have a plan for Derby, but Lib Dem councillors also
listen to local people. Lib Dem councillors and campaigners keep in touch
with regular Focus newsletters to keep people informed on what’s happening
in their area. We also ask for your views, and act on your concerns. Instead of
using Council meetings for petty political point scoring and grandstanding, we
represent local people and do what is best for our areas.

That is the Liberal Democrat promise, councillors that will work hard all year
round and listen to you.
Nationally, the Liberal Democrats are winning all over the country. We have
performed excellently in local council by-elections and we have taken two
Parliamentary seats off the Conservatives.
The Liberal Democrats are the main alternative to Labour and the Conservatives
in Derby. We are standing candidates in all 17 wards.
If you’re tired of being taken for granted by Labour and the Conservatives, I hope
you’ll vote Liberal Democrat so we can put this fantastic plan into action.

Ajit Atwal
Derby Liberal Democrat Group Deputy Leader

OUR PLAN FOR DERBY

Published and promoted by D.Lind on behalf of the
Derby Liberal Democrats, all at
24a Great Northern Road, Derby, DE1 1LR

